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As the Irish weather heats up a 

little and days get longer our 

evenings fill up with activities 

including visits to the beach or 

park. We have a few weekend 

BBQs, games and lots of 

opportunities for fun. This all adds 

up to lots of leisure time spent 

outdoors in our beautiful Irish 

green environment. But, while we 

are playing, eating, swimming or 

sunbathing we can still have a 

focus on reducing waste, saving 

resources and keeping the 

environment green with these 

summer reduce, reuse and 

recycling tips: 

1, Lawns and Gardens. Don’t let 

that cut grass end up in a 

landfill!  Used your grass clippings 

as organic fertilizer. It can be 

reused to benefit your immediate 

garden environment. Instead of 

binning the grass as you cut, 

leave it on the lawn where it will 

return valuable nutrients to the 

soil. Alternatively, you can add 

your clippings to a compost heap. 

Either way, grass recycling will 

make a big impact on the 

environment and help to reduce 

landfill burdens. 

2. Summer Travel. Whether 

travelling in a group or by one’s 

self consider using public 

transport, walking or cycling to 

your preferred location. This can 

help reduce the environmental 

impact of Co2 emission and save 

you money. If you are in a city 

location like Dublin, you can avail 

of the Dublin Bike Scheme so 

plan in advance. If you really need 

to use a car, you could try sharing 

a Go Car for once off summer 

events, might be a real alternative 

Reduce Reuse and Recycle Tips for Summer 

 

 

 
by [Article Author] 

Welcome to our summer newsletter which aims to share information on reduce, recover, reuse, and recycle 

while promoting awareness of the environment. This newsletter is an opportunity for communities in Dublin and 

the surrounding areas to learn more about recycling, and maybe think about recycling at home or in work. Visit our 

website and blog to find out more about us and what we do.  

http://www.recycleit.ie/
http://www.recycleit.ie/
https://communityrecycleit.wordpress.com/2016/05/30/bogus-fake-phony-recycling-collections/
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to buying a car which sits at home 

for long periods unused.  

 

3. Summer Food and Snack. On 

family trips to the zoo or a visit to 

the beach try packing homemade 

sandwiches, fruit and snacks in 

reusable containers, bring a flask 

and use reusable water bottles 

instead of buying bottled water, 

tea and coffee. Take bags along 

to collect recyclables and look for 

recycling bins when you stop for 

breaks. The average household of 

four people uses approx. 330 

glass bottles and jars each year. 

Recycling 6 glass bottles per 

week saves enough energy to boil 

two kettles with enough water in 

each for five cups of coffee, so 

please drop off your bottles at the 

local bottle bank this summer! 

(Source: Recycling Live) 

 

4. Summer Toys. If you have 

footballs, beach balls or pool toys 

that are old, try finding other uses 

for them or patching holes before 

throwing away. You might even 

offer them to a charity shop for 

use by others. These products are 

usually made of PVC and 

therefore not recyclable, so think 

about that before buying new 

ones.  If you are shopping for new 

summer toys, buy those made 

from recyclable materials to 

minimize the environmental 

impact. 

4.Summer BBQs and Picnics. 

Whether at home, or in a park 

make recycling easy by taking 

and using a clearly labelled 

recycling bin. Recycle cans, glass, 

plastic, and aluminium foil. Since 

plastic cutlery usually can’t be 

recycled, provide reusable knives 

and forks for your guests. If you 

really want to work toward zero 

waste, put out reusable napkins, 

plates, cups, and cutlery at your 

next event! Of course, this isn’t 

always practical so, if you must 

buy disposable, try to find paper 

products that are made from 

biodegradable or compostable 

materials 

 

5. Summer Equipment. Do you 

need to dispose of a 10-year-old 

garden furniture, lawnmowers, old 

BBQs or outdoor grills? You can 

recycle these type items instead 

of throwing them away! When 

recycling the equipment, please 

clean it thoroughly and then take it 

apart, separating the pieces into 

 

 

 

piles of metal, glass and plastic. 

Stainless steel, steel, cast iron, 

brass and aluminium can all be 

recycled. Plastic parts should all 

have a recycling symbol and 

number that tells you how they 

should be recycled. Remember 

you can recycle the electronic and 

metal components with Recycle 

IT.  Once you have recycled your 

old equipment and are looking for 

a replacements try to choose an 

eco-friendly, long life, easy clean 

model. Remember when cooking 

you steak, gas and electric BBQ’s 

or grills are better for the 

environment than wood or 

charcoal. 

6. Clothes. Try to reuse last year 

summer clothes. It's possibly 8 or 

9 months since they have been 

last worn and nobody will 

remember them. If you have to 

choose a new range of summer 

clothes for you or your family 

remember to recycle any used 

clothes with a local charity shops. 

They can be used by other people 

over and over while raising funds 

for much needed causes. 

Opportunity Knocks. This summer 

is an opportunity to become a 

proactive recycler. Involved your 

kids and teach them about 

recycling now, so they will 

practice it throughout their life. It is 

important to teach our children 
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about the environment and the 

positive effects of reduce, reuse 

and recycling. Start your summer 

with fun activities such as a 

garage clean out and car boot 

sale that will promote reuse and 

recycling, and keep your kids 

occupied! Tidy towns groups are 

another good option! 

RECYCLE IT 

RECOGNISED AS ‘AGE 
FRIENDLY’ 

Recycle IT has recently received 

its Age Friendly Business Charter 

and were short listed for an Age 

Friendly Business Award in 

recognition of efforts to support 

older people in recycling electrical 

equipment through its collection 

and drop off service based in 

Dublin. 

Recycle IT, a social enterprise is 

proud to be the first Dublin based 

Community Electrical Recycling 

business to be recognised in this 

way.  Recycle IT views the 

programme as an opportunity to 

learn from and provide a better 

service to older people and all 

customers. 

 

Una Lavelle, Recycle General 

Manager, said: “We want to 

ensure our services meet the 

needs of everyone including older 

people.  By signing the Age 

Friendly Business Charter, we are 

showing our commitment to 

providing services that are 

customer focused and 

accessible”. 

Elaine McGauran from Age 

Friendly Ireland said: “We are 

delighted to announce Recycle IT 

has been designated as ‘age 

friendly’ by Age Friendly 

Ireland. The Age Friendly 

Business Programme is a 

nationwide initiative with the aim 

of facilitating local businesses tap 

into an existing and growing 

market segment that accounts for 

50% of consumer spending, the 

older customer. The programme 

seeks to recognise the efforts and 

improvements made by local 

businesses to provide more age 

friendly services”. 

In initially working to implement an 

Age Friendly Charter, Recycle IT 

addressed three main areas 

Customer Care – two staff 

members agreed to become 

champions to ensure older people 

experience a friendly and helpful 

service which address individual 

needs. 

Communication – information on 

our services is straightforward and 

our team can be contacted easily. 

Accessibility and signage – clear 

building and van signage and 

appropriate size text used on our 

website. 

As a result of taking part in the 

programme, real service 

enhancements have been made 

and welcomed by members of the 

communities we service.  These 

include a dedicated collection 

team telephone number, clearly 

recognisable collection vehicles, 

staff identity badges and building 

signage. Further enhancements 

are planned. 

http://agefriendlyireland.ie/who-is-age-friendly-ireland-2/
http://agefriendlyireland.ie/who-is-age-friendly-ireland-2/
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The Age Friendly Achievement 

Award Ceremony took place on 

Tuesday 24th May 2016 in Dublin 

with Recycle IT receiving 

recognition for their efforts in 

supporting older people recycle in 

communities across Dublin  

Sometimes you might see a 

poster or receive a flyer promoting 

a free recycling collection service 

for old or used items.  These 

collections can be for household 

or office equipment including 

clothes, metal, electrical or garden 

tools. Great you think! I can 

declutter my home, but do you 

dare to think these collectors 

might not be regulated or legal? 

 

When you take the time to carry 

your old TV or radio down from 

upstairs, you might actually be 

handing it over to someone who 

simply loads it up onto a truck for 

delivery to a developing country or 

alternatively takes a few part out 

and leaves the remainder on an 

Irish county road in the dark of 

night. Is handing these items over 

to a no name individual in a white 

van the right choice? 

Unofficial Collectors. Depending 

on market prices collector can 

generate an income by sending 

products to other countries or by  

simply by dumping the items. This 

is particularly true for recycling 

computer, tablets, TV’s monitors, 

printers and other electronic 

items. Recycling electrical and 

electronic items officially costs 

more in Europe but collector can 

get paid for exporting them to 

buyers in developing countries 

who will remove the metals for 

resale but won’t pay to protect 

their staff or their communities 

from the toxics emissions and 

waste. 

As the price of metal increases 

washing machines, tumble dryers 

and dishwashers are becoming 

increasingly attractive items for 

unofficial recyclers. These items 

are stripped locally and 

unprofitable waste is disposed of 

in hedge rows and fields making 

our communities untidy, dismal 

and possibly toxic places to live. 

Costs of Illegal Dumping. One 

example of waste costs comes 

from Dublin City Council who 

spends on average €55,000 every 

month dealing with illegal 

dumping around the city, that’s 

nearly €700,000 per year (Source: 

Dublinlive.ie).  This money and 

similar amounts from other county 

council areas could be saved and 

reinvested in local communities if 

illegal collection and dumping 

could be stopped. The disposal of 

rubbish in any area of land in 

Ireland without licensed approval 

and permission, is illegal. It is 

punishable by fines from €150 up 

to €10 million upon conviction and 

10 years’ imprisonment. Visit our 

blog to get some tips on avoiding 

fake recyclers. 

One way to determine an official 

collector v unofficial collector is to 

figure out who is paying the 

recycling cost. If it’s free for you to 

recycle, then who is paying? A 

manufacturer? The State? Local 

Authority?  

 

If you are not paying, and there is 

no clear sponsor paying the costs 

for collection and recycling, 

please question the validity of the 

collector.  For example, Recycle 

IT is social enterprises who 

received funding and also 

generate an income from 

responsible recycling.  

 

Call Recycle IT on 01 4578321 or 

email info@recycleit.ie to get 

advice. You can also call the 

National Environmental 

Complaints line at 1850 365 121. 

Bogus – Fake – Phony – Recycling  

Collections 
 

http://www.recycleit.ie/
https://communityrecycleit.wordpress.com/2016/05/30/bogus-fake-phony-recycling-collections/
mailto:info@recycleit.ie
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Recycle IT at Bloom in 

the Park 2016 
 

Bloom in the Park is in its 10th 

year having been launched by 

Bord Bia in June 2007. 

The original aim for ‘Bloom’ was 

to promote Irish horticulture by 

providing a showcase for garden 

plants, garden design, 

construction, horticulture and 

gardening as a hobby. Well it 

worked, and 10 year on it’s an 

annual pilgrimage for well over 

100,000 people to a 70 acre site 

at the heart of the Phoenix Park, 

close to Dublin City Centre. 

 

WEEE Planters.  You might be 

asking yourself, what is an 

electrical recycling organisation 

doing attending the Irish premier 

horticulture event? Well Recycle 

IT repurpose and reuse washing 

machine and tumble dryer drums 

to promote the message of 

‘reduce, reuse and recycle’.  

 

Drums collected and recovered by 

Recycle IT are used in community 

gardens, school gardens, and by 

Tidy Town Groups across Dublin 

and Wicklow. We also have made 

drums available to keen 

gardeners and even movie 

makers to enhance their real and 

imaginary gardens. Bloom in the 

Park is an idea event to show 

people what can be achieved. 

 

Reusable Waste.  Recycle IT 

collect a range of electrical items 

daily including washing machines 

and tumble dryers.  

 

Our team select the best and work 

to prepare the drums for reuse” 

which includes, recovery, 

checking, cleaning, or removal 

operations. This leads to having 

drums which are reused as 

planters for trees, fruit, vegetables 

and flowers. Other garden uses 

include patio heaters and bbqs. 

 

 
 

Community Reuse.  Recycle IT 

attended Bloom 2016 as a 

member of the Irish, Community 

Reuse Network (CRN), an all 

Ireland representative body for 

community based reuse, recycling 

and waste prevention 

organisations.  

 

The  Community Reuse Network  

does not operate reuse or 

recycling services directly, 

however member organisations 

do provide a range of reuse and 

recycling services which are free 

or very cost effective. You can 

learn more here about recylcing a 

mattress or  a can of paint.  

 

To learn more about washing 

machine or tumble dryer planters 

give Una a call on 01 4578321.  

 

Some Useful 
Websites  
 
Get more details on waste and 
recylcing  
 

www.stopfoodwaste.ie  

 

www.greenhome.ie   

 

www.greenbusiness.ie  

 

www.greenschoolsireland.org  

 

www.askaboutireland.ie  

 

www.recycleit.ie    

 

www.nationalspringclean.ie  

 

www.recreate.ie  

 

www.naturallyw ild.ie   

 

www.createschool.ie  

 

www.tidytowns.ie 

 

www.weeeireland.ie 

 

www.crn.ie  

 

www.sdcpartnership.ie  

 

www.dublincity.ie 

 

www.sdcc.ie 

 

www.dlr.ie  

 

www.fingal.ie  

 
www.epa.ie 

 

www. taptips.ie 

 

www.repak.ie  

 

www.environ.ie 

 

www.realclimate.org 

 

 

 

 

https://communityrecycleit.wordpress.com/2016/03/01/reuse-and-recylcing-dublin/
http://www.stopfoodwaste.ie/
http://www.greenhome.ie/
http://www.greenbusiness.ie/
http://www.greenschoolsireland.org/
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/
http://www.recycleit.ie/
http://www.nationalspringclean.ie/
http://www.recreate.ie/
http://www.createschool.ie/
http://www.tidytowns.ie/
http://www.weeeireland.ie/
http://www.crn.ie/
http://www.sdcpartnership.ie/
http://www.dublincity.ie/
http://www.sdcc.ie/
http://www.dlr.ie/
http://www.fingal.ie/
http://www.epa.ie/
http://www.repak.ie/
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About Recycle IT 

Recycle IT is the only Community 

Electronic Recycling Social 

Enterprise in Dublin, Kildare and 

Wicklow providing neighbourhood, 

community and business 

collection services for all types of 

waste electrical and electronic 

equipment.  

 

Recycle IT started as Clondalkin 

Community Recycling Initiative in 

2002 with a collection service 

added in 2007. On average each 

year we offer collection services 

to approx. 100,000 homes and 

organisations across Dublin 

collecting a range of WEEE 

including approx. 15000 TVs and 

over 4000 dishwashers. Income 

generated by collection and 

breakdown of e-waste is 

reinvested in training and 

employment and encourages 

environment awareness. 

Our services are provided in 

partnership with WEEE Ireland 

and with the cooperation your 

local authority and the National 

Waste Collection Permit Office. 

We endeavour to support people 

living and working in communities 

including householders and place 

an emphasis on individual needs.  

As a not for profit social 

enterprise, Recycle IT has 

benefited the WEEE sector since 

2007 by collecting electronic 

waste from householders and 

organisations who may otherwise 

find it hard to recycle. The service 

reduces the volume of electronic 

waste going to landfill and 

increases environmental 

awareness  

Some eWaste Facts. Generally, 

the original owner of a laptop will 

keep 4 years before it is 

discarded. Mobile phones last 24 

months or less.  

 

It was estimated in 2013 that 84% 

of all Irish households have 

access to a computer at home 

(CSO 2013) 

There were about 5.5 million 

active mobile phone subscriptions 

at the end of March 2013 which 

works out as 1.2 mobile phones 

for every person in Ireland 

(ComReg) 

Recycling electronic and electrical 

equipment allows materials to be 

reused, and re-using materials 

creates new jobs and helps the 

environment. 

Electronic waste can contain more 

than 1,000 components, many of 

which are toxic, including heavy 

metals like lead, mercury and 

cadmium. 

Nokia report that globally, 74% of 

consumers don’t think about 

recycling mobile phones, despite 

the fact that around the same 

number, 72%, think recycling 

makes a difference to the 

environment. 

Technology and IT equipment 

make up only 6% of the overall 

WEEE recycled in Ireland (WEEE 

Ireland Report 2014) 

Computers, laptops and tablets 

(ewaste) are not designed to be 

recycled mechanically – they are 

difficult to take apart, many of the 

materials cannot be easily 

identified. It takes real manual 

effort to extract components. 

(Recycle IT 2015) 

Some Interesting facts and here is 

one more, our collection teams 

are experienced and happy to 

support people requiring 

additional assistance with lifting or 

moving electronic items. All you 

need to do is ask. Call 01 

4578321 prior to our collection 

and we will arrange safe and 

reliable assistance.   

Recycle IT, Unit 14/2 Crag Terrace, Clondalkin Industrial Estate, Clondalkin, Dublin D22 TK37 

Tel 01 4578321             Email info@recycleit.ie           Web www.recycleit.ie 

 

http://www.weeeireland.ie/
mailto:info@recycleit.ie
http://www.recycleit.ie/

